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Captivator PCI can display and capture live video both in Preview mode and in Overlay mode.


In Preview mode, the decoded video frame is transferred to host memory and is made available for the CPU to transfer to the hard disk for capture, or to the display. This means that preview mode displays captured non-contiguous frames, and the display speed is influenced by the speed of the PC. Capturing .AVI files in Preview mode can pause the displaying of live video.


To display live video in Overlay mode, Captivator PCI uses the DirectDraw interface provided by the graphics card. Overlay displays the live video with the best quality and in real-time, as smoothly as if it were playing on a TV screen. The DirectDraw Interface (DDI) is an extension to Microsoft Windows 95 which gives direct access to video and graphics hardware, accelerating such tasks as displaying decompressed video under Video for Windows.


This means that Captivator PCI will work as a capture card with any graphics controller. If the graphics system does not provide the correct level of DirectDraw support, only Preview mode (low frame rate) is supported. To get Overlay mode (the best frame rate), the graphics system must be DirectDraw compatible and have the correct DirectDraw drivers installed.


The following graphics controllers/graphics cards are DirectDraw compatible and have been tested with Captivator PCI:


S3 Trio 64V+


The most common graphics cards based on this controller are: VideoLogic GrafixStar 400, STB Powergraph 64 Video PCI, Diamond Stealth 64 Video 2001, Hercules Terminator 64/Video.


S3 Trio 32/64


The most common graphics cards based on this controller are: VideoLogic GrafixStar 300, STB Powergraph 64 PCI.


S3 Vision 868/968


The most common graphics cards based on this controller are: VideoLogic GrafixStar 500, VideoLogic GrafixStar 700, STB Velocity 64 Video PCI, Diamond Stealth 64 Video 3000.


S3 Virge and Virge VX


The most common graphics cards based on this controller are: VideoLogic GrafixStar 450, VideoLogic GrafixStar 750, STB Powergraph 64 3D, STB Velocity 3D, Elsa Victory 3D, Diamond Stealth 3D 2000, Diamond Stealth 3D 3000, Hercules Terminator 3D.


Cirrus Logic 5446


The most common graphics cards based on this controller are: STB Nitro 64 Video


Matrox Millenium and Matrox Mystique


Tseng ET6000


The most common graphics cards based on this controller are: VideoLogic GrafixStar 600, STB Lightspeed 128.


ATI Mach 64 and Rage series of graphics cards


Graphics cards based on other controllers might also be DirectDraw compatible. If you are unsure, contact the graphics card manufacturer for confirmation.


The current Captivator PCI 1.1drivers are DirectX3 ompatible. If DirectX 3 is not already supplied/installed it can be installed from the VideoLogic Software Library CD-ROM  by running the program dxsetup.exe in the directx\dx3a\redist\directx directory
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