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The Cyrix 5x86 is a fifth generation CPU intended for use on 486 type motherboards.





There is a known problem using the GrafixStar 400 with some revisions of the 5x86 CPU. On revisions of the 5x86 up to and including 1.4, the user may experience a degree of screen corruption. This problem does not occur with revisions of the 5x86 from 1.5 onwards.





The problems which occur with the older CPUs depend on the memory configuration of the GrafixStar card and the Operating System in use.





In Windows 3.1x, on cards with 1 Meg of installed RAM, some scrolling lists will not be updated, and window outlines will fail to show when a window is dragged. 2 Meg cards do not draw window outlines correctly, although icons show as normal.





Windows 95 users may experience a largely black screen with some icons showing as normal. Windows appears to operate normally, though much of the screen cannot be seen.





This problem has been seen on a number of motherboards, including the Elite group UM8810, A-bit, and ASUS. It is believed to be caused by the Cyrix CPU issuing the "BACKOFF" command in a single clock cycle, when the motherboard chipset expects the operation to take at least two clocks, though this has yet to be confirmed. The 1.5 revision of the 5x86 slows down execution of the BACKOFF command, which seems to solve the problem.
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